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The following is an order issued by David A. Tapp, Judge in the Court
of Federal Claims, concerning a bid protest, Global Connections to
Employment, Inc. v. United States, No. 26-301 (Fed. Cl. April 2, 2026)
(internal citations omitted):

Zealous advoc acy do es not l icense gamesmanship . At 
5:03 PM  on March 30, 2026, the day the Adminis trative
Record was due in this  matt er the Government fil ed  a 
Motion to S t ay Proceedings P ending an Agen cy 
Admini strative Decisi on. Acco rding t o the Gov ernment,
t he Defense Co unterintell i gence and Security Agency  
(“DCS A”) submit t ed a requ est  to t he Abili tyOne 
Com m ission Ombudsman (the “Ombudsm an”) s eeking  
a ruling on t he servic es a t  i ssue in thi s bi d protest. That 
request w as submit t ed on March 3, 2026, tw e nty-seven 
days pri or t o the Govern ment’s last-minute untimely 
moti on to stay.

In plain l angu age, the re i s no readily apparent ex c use 
for the Gov ernment  wait i ng until after norm al business 
hours on the last possi bl e day to seek leav e from t he  
Court to bl ow past the deadline for  fili ng t he 
Admini st rati ve Record, ther eby disrupting every 
subs equent deadli ne.  In additi on, the Government seeks 
to leverag e the O m budsm an’s forthcomi ng decisi on 
i nto a  sixty-five day stay, none o f it  a t t ributable to a 
request  fo r remand, nor  wit h the as sent of Pl aintiff. In 
sum, t he Government i gn ored the Court’s sch eduli ng 
Order, g ranted it self a n enlargement,  and disrupted the  
long-held standard that bi d protests a re resolved on  an 
exp edited basis. Thi s  conduct is  unsupportable .

Pl aint iff characteriz es the  Government’s untim ely  
M oti on as “disingenuous” and “inappropriat e. The 
Court agre es. S uch b l atant circumventi on of Court-
order ed de adli nes is i nexcusable. Th e G overnment’s 
elev enth-ho ur filing, presented under the guise of 
dili gen ce and judicial “ economy [,]”is not hing more 
than an attempt t o run ou t t he clock. Twenty-s eve n 
days elapsed b etween  DCS A’s submis si o n  to the 
Ombudsman and the  Government’s Motion.. The 
Government had  ampl e tim e to fil e its Moti on t o S tay 
and ample tim e to file its  Administrative Record. This 
is  to  say nothi ng of the  fact t hat the dat es in ques t i on 
were jointl y proposed by counsel in an e-mail t o 
C hambers. And yet, the Government  cho s e



to completely di sregar d t he Court’s Order adop t ing the parties’
proposed schedul e in full . In  any proceeding, the  C ourt expects
resp ect for  oppos ing counsel and fidelit y to the  procedur al rules
that m ake fair li t igation poss ibl e. The Gover nm ent’s conduct has
fallen short of both obligati ons.

Therefo re, the  Governme nt ’s Motion t o S t ay is DENIE D.

Judge Tapp required the Government to file the Administrative Record 24 hours later, 
and issued a new schedule for the proceedings.  The judge also ordered the Government 
to show cause as to why it  should not bear the  reason able costs a ss ociated wit h drafting 
a nd subm it t ing Pl aint iff’s Response.

Takeaway.  Parties at the Court of Federal Claims should take care not to “blatantly circumvent 
court-ordered deadlines” as the Government did in this case. This was inexcusable-especially 
when government counsel had 27 days to submit the motion in a timely manner, but failed to do 
so, as the court stated “in an attempt to run out the clock.”  This type of government conduct and 
gamesmanship is rare, but this order serves as a strong warning to counsel for both sides—“the 
Court expects respect for opposing counsel and fidelity to the procedural rules that make fair 
litigation possible.”  
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